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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

1 December 2020

Your Honour,

I have the honour and privilege to write this statement in support of the application for

provisional release of Mr Rexhep Selimi before Kosovo’s Specialist Chambers in The Hague.

With this statement, I would like to express my highest consideration and respect for Rexhep’s

character.

My name is Albin Kurti, founder and leader of the political movement and party Vetëvendosje

LVV (Self -Determination) and former Prime Minister of Kosova.

I have come to know Rexhep Selimi initially through his patriotic work [actions], as one of the

founders of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), and later as an active member of the KLA.

In my twenty years of knowing him, Rexhep has represented always the man with the highest

moral and human integrity and virtues.

As colleagues, members of the Assembly, Rexhep has always honoured his obligations, has

been reasoned [coherent/ consistent] in his attitudes, and reliable and correct in his relations

with others.

His patriotic and professional activity has always been characterised by complete dedication,

honesty and dignity in the exercise of his duty. His tasks have not been few, starting with his

position as Minister of Publica Order in the Interim Kosovo Government (1999 – 2000), that

of Commander of the Defense Academy (2000 – 2003), and more recently that of the member

of the Assembly representing LVV (2011 -).

As a citizen of Kosovo, he has shown the maximum respect and has always acted in accordance

with the laws and rules of the Republic of Kosovo. Any claim that may be raised that he may

be a flight risk contradicts his character and what I know from our experience. For all those

who know Rexhep (including myself), it would be unimaginable to think of him acting that

way.
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Likewise, the claim that he may interfere with his actions in the administration of justice of the

Specialist Chambers in The Hague (in whatever form) is totally unbased [unsubstantiated]. And

easily contradictable in all its entirety. Anyone who has known and worked with Rexhep, can

say with full conviction that any such action is in contradiction with who Rexhep is and

represents with his work. Therefore, I would hope that in your assessment of the request for

provisional release, you would take into consideration Rexhep’s high character and integrity.

Aside from being a patriot, a politician, and a professional, Rexhep Selimi is also an exemplary

father and husband, who is dedicated to his family. His arrest and him facing the indictment in

The Hague have undoubtedly caused a great pain to his family, and therefore his provisional

release would offer Rexhep and his family the opportunity to stay close to each in this very

difficult situation.

I remain hopeful that you as a judge would take into consideration the character and integrity

of Rexhep when adjudicating upon his request for provisional release.

Respectfully,

Albin Kurti
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